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JOHANNA CASTEÑADA
ENSEMBLE

A colorful presentation on the rich musical culture  
of Colombia’s Llanos Orientales region.

JULY 31                                  1:30 PM

Sponsored by:
Touba Family 
Foundation

Call Today for Tickets!

4800 Lake Shore Drive, Bolton Landing, NY
518.644.2431  |  TheSembrich.org 

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION:
Three Different Takes on Landscapes at Lake George’s Courthouse Gallery
Earthquakes, floods, hurricanes: 

extreme weather is not only around 
us, it’s within us, according to 
Kellyann Monaghan. 

Monaghan’s anxiety is “the 
anxiety of our times,” she said at 
the opening of a new exhibition 
at the Lake George Arts Project’s 
Courthouse Gallery on July 13. 

“I see these representations of 
disasters as both real and symbolic; 
what’s happening to the landscape 
also seems to be happening to our 
culture, our politics. So it’s cathartic 
to work from these spaces,” said 
Monaghan, currently an Associate 
Professor of Art at Adelphi 
University in Garden City, NY.

Monaghan is one of three artists 
included in “Location, Location, 
Location,” the title of the show and 
its unifying theme.

“We knew these three artists 
belonged together,” said gallery 
director Laura Von Rosk. “But 
each offers a distinct perspective on 
landscapes.”

“Kellyann Monaghan, for 
example, is like a weather reporter 
with an eye on real-time current 
events, from floods to fires, 
recording the impacts of our 
changing climate,” she said. 

“Matt Chinian’s landscape 
paintings are intimate, painterly and 
refreshingly unpretentious,” said 
Von Rosk. 

As a plein air oil painter, 
Chinian said his greatest challenge 
“is to work quickly. By the time 
I’ve finished a piece, the scene is 
completely different.”

The landscapes he chooses to 
paint are varied; some pristine, 
some industrial, some paved with 
macadam. 

“I find places and scenes that 
fascinate me: quiet woodland or gas 
station, farmland or industrial site, 
places I see in passing, sometimes 
from the corner of my eye often 
times easily overlooked. This is 
where I find the beauty and the 
sublime,” he said. 

Chinian is the most local of 
the three artists. A graduate of 
Bennington College and SUNY 
Albany and now living in 
Washington County, his work has 
been exhibited in Saratoga, at the 
Crandall Library and at The Hyde 
Collection.

Among his landscapes exhibited 
in “Location, Location,” are views 

By Anthony F. Hall

of Lake George, including one 
of the Algonquin restaurant and 
Sweet Briar Bay as viewed from the 
parking lot across the street. 

Joshua Brehse, the third artist 
in the show, bases his three-
dimensional landscapes on 
photographs –  shot from above, by 
a drone. 

“These paintings are unlike 
anything I’ve ever seen before,” 
said Von Rosk.

“As a motif in art, landscape 
has a long history. But with new 
technology, such as the drones’ or 

Google Earth, we can view it from 
a perspective that’s historically 
different. I wanted to apply that 
way of thinking about the landscape 
and that form of imagery to these 
pieces,” he said.

A native the Hudson Valley, 
Brehse sees his work in a continuum 
of American landscape painting that 
includes the artists of the Hudson 
River School. 

His work has been exhibited at a 
number of galleries throughout the 
Northeast region,

“Location, Location, Location” 

will remain on view through August 
16. 

The Courthouse Gallery is open 
Tuesday through Friday 12 – 5 pm, 
Saturday 12 – 4 pm, and all other 

times by appointment. The Gallery 
is located at the side entrance of the 
Old County Courthouse, corner of 
Canada and Lower Amherst Streets, 
Lake George Village. 

Artists Joshua Brehse, Kellyann Monaghan and Matt Chinian discuss their work with gallery director Laura Von Rosk (second from left). 

Lake George Village’s series of 
free weekly summer concerts in 
Shepard Park, Fridays at the Lake, 
will host the band “Vivid” on July 
26.

“Tumblin’ Dice,” the Rolling 
Stones tribute band, will take 
the stage at 6 pm. The headliner 
performs at 7:30.

“A star-studded Fridays at the 
Lake lineup, along with the Lake 
George Arts Project’s Wednesday 
concerts and the 40 others we book 
every summer, make our Shepard 
Park Amphitheater the Number 
One free music venue in New York 
State,” said Mayor Bob Blais.

Live Music in 
Shepard Park, 

July 26
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