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A collective act of creativity, 
quilting is, of necessity, a 
conversation: among those making 
the quilts, to be sure, but also among 
the individual panels that, when 
stitched together, comprise a whole. 

That’s one reason why Susie 
Brandt, a lifelong resident of the 
Lake George region now teaching at 
the Maryland Institute College of Art 
in Baltimore, chose to incorporate 
quilts and quilting into her art.

“It's a way for people to come 
together and work together 
collaboratively,” said Brandt, who 
initiated quilting bees at MICA in 
2015.  “I like the idea of a room 
where there’s no hierarchy and no 
ego.”

(When teaching at SUNY 
Adirondack in the 1980s, Brandt 
was among those who helped 
make an AIDS Memorial Quilt to 
honor local residents whom the 
disease had killed.) What began as 
an extracurricular activity in the 
school’s Fiber Arts Department 
evolved into a community-
wide gathering when an African 
American quilters’ group joined the 
school’s students, staff and alumni. 

“Once a week, for two hours a 
week, we would work to together to 
create a single quilt,” said Brandt.  

Finished quilts were sold through 
raffles to raise funds for art school 
scholarships for African American 
students.  

And then came March, 2020, and 
the start of the pandemic. 

“The last day that the group met, 
we said, ‘See you next week.’ We 
wouldn’t see each other for another 
two years,” said Brandt. 

With the suspension of classroom, 
studio and group activities of any 
kind, Brandt moved to her mother’s 
home in Lake Luzerne, where she 
continued to teach remotely.

If she could teach remotely, why 
couldn’t the MICA Raffle Quilt 
Group quilt remotely? she asked 
herself.  

“We decided to get together on 

Zoom and see what might happen,” 
she said. 

Every week for two years the 
MICA Raffle Quilt Group met 
on Zoom. The stitchers displayed 
their works in progress, exchanged 
technical know-how and discussed 
other works in progress, as well 
as the details of their lives in the 
strange new world of COVID-19.

In an essay about the experience, 
Brandt writes, “George Floyd was 
killed, riots broke out – and we met 
every week on Zoom. John Lewis 
and Ruth Bader Ginsberg died – 
and we met every week on Zoom. 
Campaigns, elections, an uprising 
and an inauguration happened – and 
we met every week on Zoom. People 
moved, lost and gained loved ones- 
and we met every week in Zoom.”

As word spread of the sessions, 
people of all ages from across the 
US asked to join the group, and no 
one was denied admission.

Members hand-stitched panels 
– some using fabric purchased by 

Brandt with federal stimulus funds, 
others using “rescued textiles” from 
thrift stores – and mailed them to 
Brandt in Lake Luzerne, where she 
would incorporate them into a new 
quilt. 

Over the course of a two-year 
period, the seventy-six members of 
the remote quilting group completed 
14 quilts. 

Many of those quilts are now 
on display at the Lake George Arts 
Project’s Courthouse Gallery in 
an exhibition titled, “Quilting in 
the Age of the Pandemic” through 
October 29. 

Brandt and members of the group 
will discuss the project remotely 
on October 5 at 6 pm. (Call the 
Arts Project at 518-668-2616 for 
information.) Raffle tickets to win 
a quilt on display at the gallery 
will be sold by the Lake George 
Arts Project. Proceeds will benefit 
refugees from the war in Ukraine. 
The drawing will be held October 
29. 

“The project went far beyond my 
wildest dreams,” says Brandt. “The 
group hung together and shored 
each other up through dark times.” 

The Courthouse Gallery is 
located at the side entrance of 
the Old County Courthouse at 
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THE ART OF CONVERSATION
“QUILTING IN THE AGE OF THE PANDEMIC” AT COURT HOUSE GALLERY

Left: One of the quilts on display. Center: Quilts on display. Right: Susie Brandt.

the corner of Canada and Lower 
Amherst Streets in Lake George, 
NY. During scheduled exhibitions 
dates, gallery hours are Wednesday 
through Friday 12 – 5 pm, Saturday 
12 – 4 pm.
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